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For Focus, Scope, Aims, Policies and Guidelines visit http://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/about/editorialPolicies#custom-0 For Article Submission Guidelines visit http://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/about/submissions#onlineSubmissions For Policies against Scientific Misconduct visit http://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/about/editorialPolicies#custom-2 For reprints contact <info@threatenedtaxa.org> regarded as good indicators of habitat quality as many species exhibit habitat preferences and seasonality (Larsen 1988; Kunte 1997) . Butterflies are sensitive biota, which get severely affected by environmental variations and changes in forest structure (Pollard 1991) . India has around 1,501 species of butterflies, out of which 336 species have been reported from the Western Ghats (Kunte et al. 2018) . Of the 336 species of butterflies of the Western Ghats, 316 species have been reported from Kerala (Palot et al. 2012 ).
Although quite a few studies have been done on the butterflies of the Western Ghats (Gaonkar 1996; Kunte 2000 Kunte , 2008 Kehimkar 2008; Padhye et al. 2012) , very little is known about the butterflies of the montane habitats of the southern Western Ghats. Some of the earlier documentation on butterfly fauna from the Western Ghats include-100 species from Silent Valley National Park (Mathew & Rahamathulla 1993) (Nitin et al. 2018) . In this paper we give an account of the butterfly fauna of the montane forests of Eravikulam National Park, based on a fourmonth long study done in 2014.
Study Area
Eravikulam National Park (ENP) (Fig. 1) and the terrain is undulating with grassland and shola, the stunted high altitude evergreen forests, as the dominant vegetation.
Climate: Eravikulam has a tropical montane climate.
The average annual rainfall is about 5,000-6,500 mm. The area receives both south-west as well as north-east monsoons. The mean monthly minimum temperature is 11.9 0 C, while the mean monthly maximum temperature is 22.5 0 C. The altitude of ENP ranges from 1,800-2,695 m, typical of a montane landscape and the highest peak is Anamudi (2,695m).
Vegetation: The major plant communities found within ENP are grasslands, shrub lands, and forests. The terrain above 2,000m is covered primarily by grasslands (~60%), about 25% by shola forests, 8% by southern subtropfical hill forest, and 7% by shrubs (Menon 2001).
Methods
The study was conducted from September 2014 to December 2014. The whole of the study area was divided into nine blocks based on topography and drainage (Table 1 ) and five days each were spent on each of these blocks. At each basecamp two to three hour long transects were walked in the morning from 10:00-13:00 hr. No afternoon transects could be done because of the unfavourable weather conditions, such as mist, cloud and northeastern monsoon rains. During these transect walks, the butterflies were identified to the species level and the number of individuals were counted. Attempt was also made to photo-document every species of butterflies sighted. The butterflies were identified using the field guides of Kunte (2000) and Kehimkar (2008) , and for taxonomy and nomenclature, 
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we followed Kunte et al. (2018) . The abundance of the butterflies was calculated using the following method, species observed 80-100 % of the survey days were categorized as very common (VC), 60-80 % as common (C), 40-60 % as occasional (O), 20-40 % as rare (R) and below 20% as very rare (VR) (after Aneesh et al. 2013) .
Results
A total of 85 species of butterflies belonging to six families such as, Papilionidae (10 species), Pieridae (15), Nymphalidae (36), Riodinidae (1), Lycaenidae (9), and Hesperiidae (14) ( Table 2) (13) (Fig. 3) . The relative abundance of the butterflies was highest in the family Nymphalidae (57.6%), followed by Pieridae (25%) and Papilionidae (10.4%). The other three butterfly families account for the remaining 7% of the butterflies of ENP (Fig. 4) .
The only threatened species of butterfly recorded as per the IUCN category was the Nilgiri Tiger Parantica nilgiriensis. It belonged to the Near Threatened category (Lepidoptera Specialist Group 1996) . The relative abundance study revealed that 27.05% of species of butterflies belonged to very rare (VR) followed by 28.24% of species that were rare (R) ( Table 2 ). This is the first ever documentation of the butterflies of a montane habitat in the Western Ghats, which highlights the significance of these habitats on the conservation of high altitude, endemic butterflies of the Western Ghats. 
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Hebomoia glaucippe
Linnaeus, 1758 C
Family Nymphalidae
Common Evening Brown
Melanitis leda
Linnaeus, 1758
23
VR Common Treebrown
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